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SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY VIA BUNKER CHNLS 
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I. OUR DECEMBER 7 MEETING* WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
LASTED FOUR HOURS AND IT CONTINUED TO BE TOUGH GOING • I FIRST 
PRESENTED THE' MINIMUM REMAINING DEMANDS, NAMELY TO MAINTAIN 
THE' CHANGES OF LAST WEEK, MODIFY THE TRANSLATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
STRUCTURE, ADD A THREE-MONTH TARGET DATE TO THE DEMOBILIZATION 
PROVISION, A® INSERT A SENTENCE ON THE NON-USE OF FORCE BETWEEN 
NDRTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM. I ALSO SAID THAT THE LAOS CEASEFIRE 
SHOULD BE MORE SIMULTANEOUS WITH THE VIETNAM ONE AND THAT 
INTERNATIONAL MACHINERY SHOULD BE IN PLACE AT THE TIME OF THE 



VIETNAM CEASEFIRE. 


2. LE DUC THO CAME BACK WITH HARD RHETORIC AND REPEATED 
THE CHOICES HE HAD GIVEN US ON DECEMBER 6, I .E . TO GO BACK TO 


THE OCTOBER AGREEMENT UNCHANGED OR TO MATCH EACH CHANGE THEY 
GIVE US WITH A COMPARABLE CONCESSION OF OUR OWN. 

3. HE THEN REVIEWED THE ISSUES IN SPECIFIC TERMS AND 
HIS CONCRETE POSITIONS TURNED OUT TO REPRESENT SUFFICIENT 
PROGRESS TO KEEP THE NEGOTIATIONS GOING. HE CHARACTERIZED NINE 
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► . 0F LAST WEEK * S CHANGES AS SUBSTANTIVE CONCESSIONS BY THEM. HE 
ACCEPTED SIX OF THEM. THE 'CHANGE PERTAINING TO LAOS AND CAMBODIA 
HI ACCEPTED WITH A SLIGHT ALTERATION WHICH IS ACTUALLY FAVORABLE 
TO US. WITH RESPECT TO THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE. AS A CONDITION 
FDR ACCEPTING OUR NEW LANGUAGE THEY INSIST ON THE. ADDITION OF 
ANOTHER PHRASE WHICH HAS THE. EFFECT OF NOT ONLY NEUTRALIZING 
OUR ADDITION OUT OF ACTUALLY PLACING INTO- QUESTION THE WHOLE 
STATUS OF THE DMZ. AS FOR THE NINTH SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE OF LAST 

<eek, le duc tho insisted on return to the original language OF 1 

. ARTICLE 1 WHICH HIGHLIGHTS THE SINGULAR UNITED STATES' OBLIGATION | 
10 RESPECT THE INDEPENDENCE , UNITY, ETC. OF VIETNAM AND CARRIES ' 

the impl ication of our NOT having done so in the past, last 
week he had agreed to generalize this article for all countries. 

THO ALSO REMAINED ADAMANT ON SOME MENTION OF THE PRG IN THE 
FREAMBLE OF THE AGREEMENT . ON THE OTHER HAND, HE CONFIRMED 

hat they would compress the time between the ceasefire in 

fflUTH VIETNAM AND THAT IN LAOS, AND DROPPED THEIR REQUEST THAT 

VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN PRISONERS BE RELEASED AS PART OF THE 

EMENT. THEY COULD REOPEN THE LATTER CHANGE AS QUID PRO QUO 
FDR GIVING US ANY FURTHER CHANGES. 
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4. WE ARE NOW AT THE POINT WHERE WE MAY BE ABLE TO GET 

♦ 

ONE OR TWO OF THE MINIMUM -CHANGES WE HAVE ASKED FOR THIS WEEK. 

AS WELL AS HOLDING ON TO THE BULK OF LAST WEEK’S CHANGES AND 

* 

KEEPING SOUTH VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN PRISONER RELEASE OUT OF THE 
TEXT. HOWEVER THIS WILL TAKE EXTREMELY TOUGH BARGAINING. WE 
ARE MEETING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IN A RESTRICTED SESST&N AT 1500 
PARIS TJME , DECEMBER 8. 

5. I MET WITH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADORS AFTER 

THE DECEMBER 7 SESSION AND AGAIN STRESSED THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 

SITUATION AND THE THEMES THAT YOU AND WE HAVE BEEN SOUNDING. 

I BELIEVE WE HAVE MADE AN IMPACT ON THEIU* S REPRESENTATIVES HERE, 

BUT THE CRUCIAL PR03LEM OF COURSE REMAINS IN THE PALACE. IT 

IS CLEAR NOW THAT THE CRUCIAL INGREDIENTS OF ANY SETTLEMENT 

WILL BE NOT THE ADDITION OF ANY MORE PROVISIONS WE MIGHT GET, 

BUT RATHER THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ATTITUDE. GIVEN HANOI'S 

UNDOUBTED INTENT ION TO PURSUE ITi OBJECTIVES BY OTHER MEANS, 

WE WILL NEED BOTH SOUTH VIETNAM’S POSITIVE ACCEPTANCE AND 

IMPLEMENTAT ION OF THE AGREEMENT AMD FIRM U.S. SUPPORT AND 

VIGILANCE. AGAINST VIOLATIONS IF AN AGREEMENT IS TO BE WORKABLE. 

ACCORDINGLY OUR TASK REMAINS FORMIDABLE BOTH HERE AND THERE. 

WARM REGARDS. 
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